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Brexit—The Implications  

In June 2016, the UK voted to leave the European Union. A 

consequence of the withdrawal from the EU is a number of 

changes in British law regarding lifts and other vertical 

transportation. 

This factsheet covers the key changes to legislation, standards 

and conformity assessment relating to lifts, escalators and 

suspended access equipment. 

Changes to Legislation  

Within the EU, vertical transportation such as lifts, escalators, moving 

walks, BMUs etc. are governed and controlled by ‘Lift Directive (2014/33/

EU)’ and the ‘Machinery Directive (2006/42/EC)’. Before Brexit, these 

Directives were applicable in UK law through the ‘Lifts Regulations 2016’ 

and the ‘Supply of Machinery (Safety) Regulations 2008’. 

With the UK’s departure from the EU, the ‘EU Withdrawal Act 2018’ 

preserves these regulations in UK Law and enables them to be amended 
to continue to function effectively now the UK has left the EU. 

The ‘Product Safety and Metrology etc. (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) 

Regulations 2019’ fixes any deficiencies in the legislation that arose from 

the UK leaving the EU (such as references to EU institutions) and makes 

specific provision for the GB market, including changes to key 

terminology; 

 Change from ‘Notified Bodies’ to ‘Approved Bodies’ 

 Changes from ‘CE’ to ‘UKCA’ marking 

 ‘Harmonised ‘Standards’ becoming known as ‘Designated 

Standards’ 

More information can be found at; 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2019/696/contents 

Standards - What's Changed? 

Standards are not set to change significantly in terms of content or application. Any change is more 

around key terminology within the standards. One key change is: ‘Harmonised Standards’ now 

becoming ‘DESIGNATED STANDARDS’. These standards are aimed to help businesses in showing 

their products, services or processes comply with essential requirements of the legislation. Lifts and 

Machinery are two categories of product covered by ‘Designated Standards’, and it is these that we 

should ensure are complied with to ensure compliance with ‘The Lift Regulations 2016’. 

Standards in the UK are produced and/or managed by the British Standards Institution (BSI) as the 
national standards body of the UK. More information on the relevant Designated Standards can be 
found at; 

Designated standards: lifts - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

Designated standards: machinery - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

Legislation vs 

Regulation 

Legislations are laws or 

rules which are in place 

for ensuring the safety 

and suitability of 

buildings, products, 

machinery and the like. 

Regulations, by 
comparison, are the 
ongoing processes of 
monitoring and 
enforcing the law, 
however, are acts of law 
and must also be 
followed. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-standards-lifts
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/designated-standards-machinery
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Conformity Assessment & Assessment Bodies  

CE marking is an administrative marking that 
indicates conformity with health, safety, and 
environmental protection standards for products 
sold within the European Economic Area (EEA). This 
accreditation and marking was issued to all approved 
and qualifying components and complete Lifts, 
Escalator's and VT Equipment manufactured, sold or 
installed in the UK whilst in the EU. 

CE Marking is now replaced with ‘UKCA’ and has now 

become part of UK law. The UKCA mark indicates 
conformity with the applicable requirements for 
products sold within Great Britain, and it applies to 
most goods previously subject to CE marking.  

The UKCA marking came into effect on 1 January 
2021. However, to allow businesses time to adjust to 
the new requirements, most cases will still be able to 
use the CE marking with a supporting UKCA 
document until 1 January 2022, with UKCA marking 
set to become mandatory as of 1 January 2023. 

The UKCA marking must be used on a product before 

1st January 2022 if all of the following apply. The 

product: 

1. is for the market in Great Britain 

2. is covered by legislation which requires the UKCA 
marking (for example, The Lifts Regulations 2016) 

3. requires mandatory third-party conformity 
assessment 

4. conformity assessment has been carried out by a 
UK conformity assessment body 

Details on the UKCA mark and a full and updated list 

of UKCA bodies for lifts can be found at: 

Using the UKCA Mark—GOV.UK (www.gov.uk) 

UK Market Conformity Assessment Bodies - GOV.UK 

(www.gov.uk) 
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Standards 

Standardisation allows for 
products, services and quality 
to be delivered in a way that is 
uniform and in line with 
relevant legislation. 

This ensures better safety, 

delivery and flexibility for 

products being placed on the 

market. 

Standards - What's to come? 

While the essential legal requirements in British law remain the same as the 

equivalent EU law, any references to EU law in designated standards should be 

read as applying to the legislation for British law in the same way.  

Note: This could change if and when the essential legal requirements in 

British (or European) law change. 

2023 

2021 

2020 

2018 

2016 

The term ‘Notified Body’ has been withdrawn and these bodies are 

now known as ‘UK Conformity Assessment Bodies’ (or 

‘Approved Bodies’).  The technical requirements, conformity as-

sessment processes and standards that can be used to demon-
strate conformity are largely the same as they were for the CE 
marking. 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/using-the-ukca-marking
https://www.gov.uk/uk-market-conformity-assessment-bodies?keywords=lift
https://www.gov.uk/uk-market-conformity-assessment-bodies?keywords=lift

